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validity the fine arts tend to have restricted diffusion; and the social
sciences, which share to some extent the objective validity of the
physical sciences and the subjective validity of the fine arts, have
an intermediate diffusion. Mathematics, astronomy and the other
physical sciences, pure and applied, have a maximum of objective
validity and hence tend to have universal diffusion, if diffiision be
unrestricted by other causes. Fine arts, on the other hand, have a
maximum of subjective validity and hence tend to have a compara-
tively restricted diffusion, even if free to diffuse. Two and two will
make four to all, irrespective of race, nationality, language, religion
or intelligence quotient. Similarly, the laws of physics and chemistry,
of astronomy and mathematics, of engineering and agriculture, are
of universal validity. So also, good roads and bridges, cinemas and
radios, matches and automobiles, railroads and buses, have uni-
versal validity and, therefore, acceptance. On the other hand, not
all the members of a race, religion, profession, language, or geo-
graphical area like the same book, the same song, the same poem,
the same building, the same clubs, the same clothes, or share the
same tastes and superstitions. Not even the members of the same
family, not even twins who have the maximum identity of human
personality, share the same tastes. Nor does the same person share
the same taste as a child and as an adult. As a child, he was thrilled
with ^Esop's Fables; as an adult he reads Aldous Huxley. Why, in
the same day the subjective validity of a trait for one and the same
person may change in a few minutes. The song which thrilled him
at first will pall on him if repeated often. The song is the same;
the same gramophone record repeated the same song in identical
tones; but its validity has changed. Its validity was subjective, and
it has changed. The social sciences, as has been said above, are
betwixt and between the physical sciences and the fine arts; they
are partly objective and partly subjective in their validity; their
diffiision also is intermediate between the diffusion of the physical
sciences and the fine arts. Social sciences are largely matters of
opinion, and individuals will continue to differ on matters of
opinion. Almost every opinion will have its proponents and its
opponents.